[The seroprevalence of HIV in pregnant women in New Caledonia: an assessment of 1 year of surveillance].
To evaluate the HIV prevalence among pregnant women in New-Caledonia and to analyse the uptake of testing among the patients according to their demographic data. The study was based on statistical exploitation of anonymously recorded HIV test results during the follow-up of pregnant women. The first 12-month assessment of this monitoring (April 1999--March 2000) is reported. 88.6% of the 3380 patients were tested for HIV, significantly less in Wallisian and Melanesian groups of women. Two results were positive, which corresponds to a prevalence of 0.66 +/- 0.45 per thousand (0.21-1.11 per 1000) within the studied group. Although our study is not representative of this situation, lack of testing for women undergoing an abortion was frequent. This study indicates that offering HIV testing in pregnancy follow-up is fairly systematic and most often accepted. Evidently, there is a need for adjusting of pre-test counselling to the cultural and ethnic characteristics of the woman, to the preparedness of medical staff as well as to the problem of HIV screening in abortion management. Our prevalence data also show that New-Caledonia ranks among countries of low endemicity for HIV where pregnant women are concerned.